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Abstract 

Special need education is a carefully designed instructional programme for 
meeting the educational needs of special need children so that they attain 
their potentials in life. It may include the use of special equipment and 
materials, teaching procedures and other intervention designed to help 
special needs learners to achieve the greatest possible self sufficient and 
academic success. Recent development in Information and Communication 
Technology has provided a variety of equipment and materials for meeting 
special needs of learners. This short reflective article examined the current 
practice of special need education in Nigeria and offered valuable 
suggestion and recommendations for its curriculum planners and teachers. 

 
The term special needs children is used to refer to learners who require 

professional attention and assistance to attain certain learning objectives. In fact, the 
last few decades, persons with special needs have been placed in special schools made 
for them which in most cases do not have any relationship with the regular school. 
Later the trend was to educate the persons with special needs in the same environment 
with their non disabled counter parts. But now, the trend change where special need 
learners were given special treatment services and education in special setting which 
include separate and special schools.  

 
As a result of the nature of special needs learners which made them to have 

different learning disabilities, the development of an effective curriculum which will 
include all their needs, is important, the degree to which these needs are met will 
determine their adjustment in the society, therefore the major task confronting the 
curriculum development designers are the selection of those essential elements which 
are necessary for the survival of the special need learners at each stage of their 
development understood by the people concerned for its effective implementation. 
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Defining the Concept of Special Needs Education 
  The concept of special educational needs and practice differ from one country 
to another. However the application and practice of special needs education is 
dependent on the context of the educational systems, traditions, and cultures in each 
state or country. 
Federal Ministry of Education (2004) defined special education as the education of 
children and adults who have learning difficulties because of different sorts of 
handicaps such as blondness, deafness, learning disability, social maladjustment 
gifted and talented. 
 
Aims and Objectives of Special Needs 

The National Policy of on Education (2004) listed the following as the aims 
and objectives of special Education: 
i. Give concrete means to the idea of equalizing educational opportunities for 

all children their physical, sensory, mental, psychological or emotional 
disabilities notwithstanding. 

ii. Provide adequate education for all people with special needs in order that 
they may fully contribute their own quota to the development of the nation. 

iii. Provide opportunities for exceptionally gifted and talented children to 
develop their talents, natural endowments/traits at their own pace in the 
interest of the nation’s economic and technological development. 

iv. Design a diversified and appropriate curriculum for all the beneficiaries. 
The aims and Objectives of special Needs Education are basically the same 

with any kind of education but there is a different in the nature of materials equipment 
and implementation and approaches. While educating children with special needs the 
first priority is to promote the optimum development of the child’s capacities and 
personality, this will enable him or her to develop to the highest abilities while the 
handicapping conditions minimized. 
Abang (2005,) stated that the aims of special needs education are to train the children 
to be self reliant, independent and grow to be weak and dependent. This will enable 
them to develop their abilities to the maximum and to the fullest possible extent. 

 
There is need that children with special need should be identified early 

enough for early planning and placement since education is said to be a social benefit 
and regarded as a right of every citizen in the constitution of Nigeria. The idea of 
equitability in the distribution of Educational facilities resources and benefits should 
be given proper attention in addressing the educational needs of all categories of 
children, including the special need children. 
 

People viewed and perceived persons with special needs from different angle, 
some people look at those with special needs as people like themselves but with 
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disability which is not their own making, there are also others who look at person 
with special need with disgust, these people will always discriminate against persons 
with special needs at every opportunity that comes their way at school and at place of 
work (Abang, 2003). 
 
Persons with Special Needs 

The special child is different in some way from the average child, in every 
simple term, a special child with special needs is one who may have problems or 
special talents. In thinking, seeing, hearing, speaking, socializing or moving. A 
special child has a combination of special abilities or disabilities. These children are 
either far enough below or far enough above the average range, they need very much 
specialized attention which is not provided in regular classrooms which brings need 
for developing a curriculum for this people with special needs. 
 
Visually Impaired Children 

Children are visually impaired when they cannot perform visual tasks e.g. 
reading and writing. Abang (2005) describes the visually impaired child as one whose 
visual impairment interferes with his optimal learning and achievement unless 
adaptations are made in the method of presenting learning experiences, the nature of 
material used in a learning environment, for educational purposes Ozoji (2006) 
intimated that child is visually unpared if his preferred mode of reading is Braille or 
other means that do not involve sight.  

 
The educational environment for educating visually impaired children is 

either the special or regular school, with well planned educationally services which 
include provision of Braille materials, training in orientation and mobility 
development of listening skills, this form of education requires curriculum 
modification special facilities use of specialized method and professionally trained 
personnel. 
 
Exceptionally and Gifted Children 

Exceptionally and gifted children are those who have demonstrated superior 
intellectual capability or children with exceptional facility for achieving academic and 
non academic tasks Witty (1972) cited by Abang, (1992) defined the gifted as those 
whose performance in any valuable way of human activity are consistently or 
repeated remarkable. Some professionals defined it based on scholastic achievement 
where the child is described as working two or more grades levels above his or her 
age.  

 
Gifted children are intellectually ahead of their peers in almost all the major 

subjects, so they usually require special education programmmes to reach their 
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potential and avoid boredom and delinquency.  
Exceptionally and profound gifted children have two primary needs, firstly they need 
to feel comfortable with themselves and with differences that simultaneously open 
possibilities and create difficulties. Secondly they need to develop their astonishing 
potential because there is strong internal drive to develop one’s ability.  
 
Mentally Retarded Children 

Children whose intellectual functioning is significantly below average and 
who also have social adequacy problems are regarded as mentally retarded.  
Tredgold defined mental retardation as a state of incomplete mental development of 
such a kind of degree that the individual is incapable of adapting himself to the 
normal environment of his fellow peers in such a way as to maintain existence 
independently of supervision control or external support. 
Heber said mental retardation refers to sub average general intellectual functioning 
which originates during the developmental period and is associated with impairment 
in one or more of the following: 
1. Maturation 
2. Learning and Social adjustment 
 

This author defined mental retardation as when the mental development of 
any child is arrested by any means such as a biological factors, environmental factors 
or hereditary factors. 
 
Hearing Impaired Children 

Children whom the sense of hearing is defective and this could range from 
ability to hear partially to total deafness. For educational purposes the deaf are those 
who cannot process information through audition with or without aid. The heard or 
hearing are those who can process information with the application of a hearing aid. 
  

A deaf is a person whose hearing impairment is sufficiently severe to prevent 
full benefit from ordinary conversational activities. 
 
Learning Disabled Children 

Children who manifest educational significant differences between what they 
have intellectual capacity, for and what they have presently achieve, the cause of this 
difference must not be due to problems of sight. Hearing or any other impairment, the 
children look normal in all aspects performs well in some subjects but too poor in 
some other e.g. mathematics and English. 
The main characteristics trait of these children is the significant poor performance in 
the process of learning; the performance level is also expressed with some 
behavioraral problems. 
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Developing a Curriculum for Special Need Learners 
Kohlberg (2000) said curriculum becomes associated with the totality of 

planned learning experiences and an individual encounters under the auspices of the 
school, the process of curriculum development seeks to provide answer to the 
questions of why what and how the programmes will be. The why, seeks to provide a 
precise statement of objectives, the objectives usually serve as guide to subsequent 
actions in the curriculum development process of what question tackles the problems 
of selecting and question goes to identifying the mode of delivery and suitable 
approaches to the programmes considering the developmental and other learning 
theories and the expectation of the society. 
There is an important need for the curriculum development planners to develop an 
effective curricular for educating handicapped children. 

 
Thus, special education teachers over the year recognize the need for cross 

fertilization of ideas in curriculum development than any other branch of education. 
Teacher’s supervisors and administrators must be involved in the development of a 
curriculum for special need learners, especially those who have had firsthand 
experience with the handicapped children. 
The development of an effective curriculum for special needs have set off 
consideration which relates to and influences the content and the degree to which 
these needs are met. This will determine this adjustment in society. The curriculum 
for special need learners must equip him to survive in a highly competitive society, 
Mercer (2000) suggested the following to be included in the curriculum for teaching 
the learning disabled. 
1. Multisensory approaches, where the teacher and students read loudly and 

rapidly together while the student follow. 
2. Precision teaching: - it combines the pre-pointing specific behaviou a student 

will learn daily. 
 
Curriculum models are helpful for planning programmes and activities for the 
gifted and the Talented. 

Joseph Renzulli (2000) developed the enrichment Triad Model which serve as a guide 
for developing curricular for the gifted the model involved three sequential 
but entirely different steps T. 

1. Activities are designed to acquaint students with a varity topics. 
2. Activities are group activities designed to promote thinking and feeling 

(affective process). 
3. Activities are an investigation of real problems. 
 

The inclusive curriculum should not be rigidly prescribed, it should be 
flexible constructed to allow for adaptation and development and modifications to 
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meet the individual student needs and to suit each teachers style of working 
(UNESCO, 2003). 
The National Policy on Education (2004.pg169) provided broad curriculum objectives 
at all levels of education including: 
1. The inculcation of national consciousness and national unity. 
2. The inculcation of the right type of value and attitudes for the survival of the 

individual and the Nigerian society. 
3. The training of the mind in understanding of the world around. 
4. The acquisition of appropriate skills and the development of mental, physical 

and social abilities and competencies as equipment for the individual to live 
and contribute to the development of the society. 
The education of children with visual impairment involve two broad 

curriculum designs including unique curricula (Ozoji, 2006) the unique curriculum 
includes subjects as orientation and mobility Braille reading and writing sensory 
training and daily living skill while subjects normally offered in schools such as 
mathematics, English, social studies, etc constitute the regular curricular. 
The curricula of the deaf should be a developmentally curriculum; this will involve an 
adoption of the development approach to career preparation in both residential and 
day school for deaf. 

 
For the education of special needs children to take its root actively, there 

should be effective and adequate planning and organisation of financial human and 
material resources for the implementation of the developed curriculum the context of 
the curriculum should clearly be understood new methods and techniques in teaching 
for the attainment of the goals and objectives of special needs children should be 
evolved. As teachers become well equipped and motivated the special need children 
will achieve from the broad aims of education which among others are self reliance 
and equal educational opportunities for all citizens as stated in the National Policy on 
Education. Teachers with expertise in special needs education should be members of 
the team when planning the curriculum of the special need learners. 
 
Conclusion 

Special need education refers to “carefully designed instructional programme 
for meeting the educational needs of special needs children so that they attain their 
potential in life. It may include the use of special equipment and materials teaching 
procedures and other interventions designed to help the special needs learners to 
achieve the greatest possible self sufficient and academic success. 
Another important need for special need learners in this country is to develop 
effective curriculum for educating them. In developing the curriculum, the developers 
should involves as many interest people especially those who have first hand 
experienced with the special need learners. 
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Government should corporate with agencies like (NERDC) Nigerian 
Education Resource and Development Center to organize conferences, seminars and 
workshop for special needs education for effective planning and implementation of 
curriculum. Similarly, government should provide funds facilities and special 
materials to special needs schools to aid the teachers and the children in the 
educational programmed. 
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